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SUBJECT: VISIT TO ABU RUDEISK 

1 . AT INVITATION COMPAGNIE ORIENTAL DES PETROLE D'EGYPT, 
EMBOFF RECENTLY VISITED ABU RUDEIS BELAYIM OIL FIELD 
COMPLEX. DETAILED TRIP REPORT FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 
FOLLOWING ARE SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS WHICH MAY BE OF 
MORE IMMEDIATE INTEREST. 

A. THERE ARE CURRENTLY ABOUT 1000 EGYPTIANS WORKING IN 
OIL FIELDS AT ABU RUDEIS/BELAYIM. ABOUT 200 SINAI 
POLICE FORCE MEMBERS LIVE IN ABU RUDEIS IN ADDITION 

TO THE UN CAMP WHICH NUMBERS ABOUT 250. 

B. EGYPTIAN MILITARY MAINTAINS LIAISON OFFICE OF FIVE 
OFFICERS AND SOME ENLISTED DRIVERS AND GUARDS IN ABU 
RUDEIS TO HANDLE LIAISON BETWEEN SINAI POLICE FORCE 
AND UN. 

C. ACCORDING TO AFLOSS COMMANDER UN DOES NOT PERMIT 
UNATTACHED CIVILIANS IN ABU RUDEIS BECAUSE OF APPARENT 
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STRICT INERPRETATION OF APRAGRAPH THREE (B) OF ANNEX 
TO EGYPTIAN/ISRAELI AGREEMENT (SEPTEMBER, 1975) WHICH 
DEALS WITH CIVILIAN PRESENCE IN AREA SOUTH OF LINE E 
AND WEST OF LINE M. IT WAS NOT CLEAR IF THIS UN OR 
ISRAELI INTERPRETATION. 

D. CURRENT PRODUCTION OF ABU RUDEIS/BELAYIM (ON SHORE 
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AND OFF SHORE) FIELDS IS AVERGING A LITTLE OVER 
1 1,000 CUBIC METERS PER DAY OR CLOSE TO 70,000 BPD 
(CONVERTING AT 6.28 BARRELS PER CUBIC METER). 

ACCORDING TO RECORDS LEFT BY ISRAELIS, THIS IS CLOSE TO 
OUTPUT AT TIME OF TURNOVER IN NOVEMBER 1975. 

E. OF THE SOME 140 WELLS IN BELAYIM (ABOUT 120 
ONSHORE AND ABOUT 20 IN MARINE COMPLEX) ABOUT 80 
ONSHORE AND 9 MARINE WELLS ARE CURRENTLY PUMPING. 
MAJOR PROBLEM IS LACK OF SPARE PARTS FOR OVERHAUL OF 
EXISTING MACHINERY. EGYPTIANS FEEL ISRAELIS REMOVED 
ALMOST ALL SPARE PARTS, AND THERE IS EVIDENCE TO 
SUPPORT THIS CLAIM. 

F. IN 1976, MAJOR OPERATIONAL PROBLEM WAS SHUTDOWNS 
IN MARINE WELLS BECAUSE OF POOR CONDITION OF THE 
MARINE PIPELINE WHICH TIES FIELD TO LOADING FACILITY 
AT FEIRAN. PIPELINE NEEDS COMPLETE REPLACEMENT. 

G. ACCORDING TO LOADING CHARTS FOR 1976, ONLY 
CONSISTENT CUSTMOERS FOR ABU RUDEIS/BELAYIM CRDUE WERE 
GREECE, INDIA, AND THE ALEXANDRIA AREA REFINERIES. 

H. DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT ARRANGEMENTS, INCLUDING 
SHARING OF 14 KILOMETER STRETCH OF ROAD BETWEEN ABU 
RUDEIS AND BELAYIM POSE SOME DIFFICULTIES FOR OIL 
FIELD TECHNICANS, BUT OPERATIONS ARE GENERALLY 
PROCEEDING SMOOTHLY. 
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